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England accepted it ? Immediately a suspicion arises.
Was it not because Signer Mussolini knew that at dawn
on the following day (September ist) the German troops
would penetrate into Poland, and would already have
seized upon sureties there, the result being that Hitler
would already be in part possession when the Berlin
Government was officially informed of the acceptance or
refusal of the Chancelleries of London and Paris ?
Despite the precautions taken, indeed precisely because
they were taken, so as to make French and British opinion
believe that Mussolini was acting of his own volition, it is
beyond the bounds of possibility that the Duce's initiative
was decided upon without the consent of his ally. We
can go further. Comparison of the events with the
documents provides conclusive evidence that Mussolini
only acted in accord with Hitler. At that point another
question inevitably arises. Why did he conceal this
agreement ? Why did he pretend to have to seek it when
he had it already ? To set off his good offices to
advantage ? That would not be enough by itself to justify
this attitude. Could it be that Mussolini only undertook
his demarche at the request of some individual in Paris
or London ? Even accepting this hypothesis, which is
not devoid of probability, but whose truth or falseness
could only be attested by Count Ciano, M. Georges Bonnet,
M. Fran$ois Poncet or, at a pinch, by M. de Monzie and
M. Baudouin, the Italian offer could not have been officially
launched without previous telephonic contact between the
eyrie of Berchtesgaden and the Palazzo di Venezia. Thus
one is driven back to the logical deduction, the strength
of which is all the greater because the proposal for the
conference came so tardily. This proposal could only
have had two issues and two results, both redounding to
the glory of Hitler and Mussolini, and to the confusion of
France and Britain.
Now for the two possibilities : (i) Either the suggestion
for a conference would have been accepted by England